*    The Jasmin Bush    *
The latter now assumed a sophisticated air:
'I doubt very much, you know, whether we should
take a serious view/ he said. 'Admittedly the pheno-
menon belonged to the category of unpropitious mani-
festations, but my experience is that an evil sign of the
first magnitude is generally insidious. It does not
blazon itself on the attention in quite the manner of the
tigers. Speaking as a person with a tolerably long ex-
perience in these matters, I should advise calm/

'It is rather a coincidence', observed the King
thoughtfully, "that while I was listening to the earth-
music last night I had a curious premonition of animal
forms and the patter of feet. I now wonder whether
this had to do with what we have just seen or refers be-
yond to what is symbolised. It almost suggests that I
am in danger from an animal/

'With great respect I submit that Your Majesty
should not give way to such fancies. They become a
a habit, they poison existence. With signs one at least
has the considered data of the past, but premonitions
are not amenable to any check/

Yazathingyan paused here, and then, in a tone graded
to be mildly provocative, he added: cWe have had such
a morning with unpropitious signs that it might be of
interest to explore what appears to be propitious. The
old headman yesterday mentioned a jasmin bush the
flowers of which were in three colours. When Your
Majesty expressed a wish to visit Kanbyu village where
the bush is situated, I caused enquiries to be made. My
informants assure me that the story is true and add that
the farmer's daughter is exceptionally good-looking.
Accordingly, I nmde bold to arrange an excursion there
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